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Goe, little Booke ! thyfelf prefent,
As child whofe parent is unkent,
To him that is the Prefident
Of Nobleneffe and Chivalrie——
And, afked who thee forth did bring ?
A Shepeheard’s fwaine fay did thee fing,
s . ¥ - ’ All as his ftraying flocke he fedde 34 .
0, 3 ; And when his Honor hath thee redde,
o Crave pardon for thy hardy head
And when thou art paft jeopardie,
i ¥ . Come tell me what was faid of mee,
| Gl 4 And I will fend more after thee.
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16 SONNETS

To the moff werkuows and beoutiful Lady, the ‘Lady

Carew.

Nz may 1, without blot of endleffe blame,
You, faireft Lady, leaue out of this place,

But with remembraunce of your gracious name
Wherewith that courtly garlond moft ye grace,
And deck the world, adoxne thefe verfes bafe

Not that thefe few lines can in them comprife

Thafe glorious ornaments of heauenly grace
Wherewith you triumph ouer feeble eyes,
And in fubdued harts do tyrannife 3

For thereunto doth necd a golden quill,
‘And filuer leaues, them righte to deuife,
But to make hamble prefent of good will 3

Which, whén as timely meanes it purchafe may,

in ampler wife itfelfe will forth difplay.

E. 8,

To all the gratious and beantifull Ladies in the Courits

Tae Chian peinéter, when he was requird

To pourtraiét Venus in her perfect hew,

To make his worke more abfolute, defird

OF all the faireft maides to haue the vew.

Much more me needs to draw the femblant trews,
Of Beautie’s Queene, the world’s fole woderment,
To fharpe my fence with fundry beauties vew,
And freale from each feme part of ornament.

If all the world to feeke I ouerwent,

A fairer crew yet

no where could I fee,

“Then that braue Court doth to mine eie prefent,

That the world’s

Of each a part I fole by cunning thefte 3

pride feems gathered there to
[bee 2

Forgiue it me, fair Dames! fith leffe you haue

not lefte.
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1,0 1, the man whofe Maufe whylome did mafke i And thou moft dreaded impe of higheft Joves

As time her taught, in lowly fhepheards weeds, ! Faire Venus’ fonne, that th}} thy cr‘ueSl dart

‘Am now enforft a farre unfitter talke, \ At that good knight fo cunningly didft rove,

For trumpets fterne to chaunge mine oaten reeds, | That gloriouis fire it kindled in his hart,

And fing of knights and ladies gentle deeds, Ldy now thy deadly heben bowe apart,

Whofe praifes having flept in filence long, ~ ‘And with thy mother mylde come to mine ayde 3

Me all too meane the facred Mufe areeds Come both, and with you bring triumphant Marts

"T' blazon broade amongft her learmed thiong : In loves and gentle jolities arraid; {layd.

Fierce v:arres and faithful loves fhall moralize my | After his murdrous fpoyles and bloody rage als
ong. . e

g And with them ¢ke, O goddeffe heavenly bright,

Mirrour of grace and majeftie divine,

Great Ladie of the greateft Ifle, whofe light

Like Phebus Jampe throughout the world df)th

Shed thy faire beames into my feeble eyne, [fhine,

And raife my thotightes, too tumble and too vile,

To think of that truc glorieus type of thine,

The argument of mine afflicted ftile;

The which to hear vouchfafe, O deareft dread]

1. :

Help then, O holy Virgin ! chiefe of Nyne,

Thy weaker novice to perform thy wills

Lay forth out of thine everlafting fcryne

The antique rolles which there lye hidden fill,
Of Faerie knights and fayreft Tanaquill,

Whom that moft noble Briton prince fo long
Sought through the world, and fuffered fo much ill,
That 1 muft rue his undeferved wrong :

O helpe thou my weake wit, and fharpen my dull a while.
tong.
Vo, “? & %




334 THE FAERY QUEENE,
As a faire ftoupe of hey high.
A chearefull countenance ont
Yet tempred with fome maie,
XXXV,
As the bright funne, -wha
Towards the wefterne brim 1
Gins to abate the brightnefle
And fervour of his flames fo
So did this mightie ladie, when
Thofe ' two ftrange knights N
make,

XXIY.
Seemed thofe litle angels did uphold
The cloth of flate; and on thejr purpled wings
Did bea;c] the pendants through  their nimbleffe
old ;

Befides a thoufand more of fuch as fings
Hymus to high God, and carols heavenly things,
Encompaffed the throneton which fhe fate ;
She angel-like, the heyre of ancient kings
And mightie conquerors, in royall ftate,
Whyleft kings and kefars at her feet did them

proftrate.

That whylome wont to do fo man
And with more myld alpedt: thy
tertake.

XXX
Thus fire did fit in foveraine maieftie,
Holding a f{cepter:in her royall hand,
The facred pledge of peace and clemencie, XXXVI.
With which high God had bleft her happie land, ' | Now at that inflant, as occafion fel]
Maugre fo many foes which did withftand ; When  thefe  two §
But at her feet her fword was likewife layde, place, ]
‘Whofe long reft rufted the bright fteely brand, She was about affaires of common-wele
Yet whenas foes enforft, or friends fought ayde, Dealing of Iuftice with indifferent grac

She could it fternely draw, that all the world dif- | And hearing pleas of
mayde,

XXXI,
And round about before her feet there fate
A bevie of faire virgins clad in white,
That goodly feem’d t’adorne her royall ftate,
All lovely daughters of high Tove, that hight
Lite, by him begot in loye’s delight
Upon the righteous Themis ; thofe, they fay,
Upon Iove’s iudgment-feat wayt day and night,
And when in ‘writh he threats the world’s

The triall of a great and weightie cafe, .
Which on hoth fides was then debating b

XXXVII, Hou
But after all her princely entertayne,

Herfelfe eftfoones the gan convert againe,
ftand,

{oaring thay, -
hem Jet fau-,@', )
ftie imperja)]

t time his fiepe
‘egins to draw,
of his beme, ' |
mewhat adaw‘ o

fuch homage tp he
Bate fomewhat of that maieftie and awe

¥ quake,
ofe two to |

safod 4
franger  knighty. arrivid i
50 :,lil. fl
>3 an
Cailsyd
people meane and bafe;
Mongft which, as then, there was for to be heard

But at the fight of thefe thofe wcreé,whﬂq«

To th’ hearing of that former caufe in han‘dszi‘ ’

I3

. 3
Which that thofe knights likewife mote

‘%’\n-bught great

i
v 01 bl

o W
teme, g

Al il
s vl

red s betymes, ;
‘meede meet for their
N

L2 3 .

‘Tava 18
decay, o And witnefle forth aright in forrain land,
They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeance | Taking them up into her ftately threne, «

ay. Where they mote. heare the matter thron

XEXIT,

They allo doe by his divine permiflion

Upon the thrones of mortall princes tend,
And often treat for pardon and remiflion

To fuppliants, through frayltie which offend 2
Thofe did upon Mercillaes throne attend,

Iuft Dice, wife Eunomie, myld Eirene ;

Ard them amongft, her glorie to commend,
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clene,
And facred Reverence, yborne of heavenly ftrene,

XXXII1.

Thus did fhe fit in royall rich eftate,

Admyr’d of many, honoured of all,

Whyleft underneath her feete, there as the fate,
An huge great lyon lay, that mote appall

An hardie courage, like captived thrall,
With a ftrong yron chaine and collar bound,
That once he could not move nor quick at all;
Yet did he murn.ure with rebellious found,
And foftly royne, when falvage choler gan re-

dound.

fcand |

none,
XXXVIII.

A ladie of great countenance and place,
But that fhe it with foule abufe did marn
Yet did appeare rare beautie in her face,

And titles of nobilitie deface 3

"The peoples great compaffion unto her allu
XXXIX.

Then up arofe a perfon of deepe reach, i
And rare in-fight, hard matters to revele,

{peach :
To all affayes ; his name was called Zele ¢
He gan that lady ftrongly to appele

XXXIV, ©Of many haynous crymes by. her enured;

So fitting high in dreaded foverayntie,

Thofe two firaunge knights were to her prefence
brought,

Who bewing low before her maieftie,

Did to her myld obeyfance, as they ought,

And meekeft bnonfi that they imagine mought :

To whom fhe ke inglyning her withall,

He now t’abhorre and loath her perfon ha
cured.

And royally arayd, Dueffa hight,

| That well could charme his tongue, and tim

XL. "
Firft gan he tell how this that feem’d fo faire

112189
1 On either part, fhe placed th’ one on th’ on: ! "
The other .on the other fide, and neare the

it

Then was there brought as prifoner to the ba

But blotted with condition vile and bafe, il
{hat all her other honour did obfcure, |

| Yet in that wretched femblant fhe did fure !

&8

&

And with fharp reafons rang her furrh a pele, A
That thofe whom fhe to pitie had allured,

o
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And high alliance unto forren powre 3
Then came Nobilitie of Birth, that bread
Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke
ftowre 3
And, laftly, Griefe did plead, and many teares
forth powre.
XLVI.
With the near touch whereof in tender hare
The Briton prince was fore empaflionate,
And woxe inclined much unto her part,
Through the fad terror of fo dreadfull fate,
And wretched ruine of fo high eftate,
That for great ruth his courage gan relent ;
Which whenas Zele perceived to abate,
He gan his earneft fervour to augment,
And many fearefull obieds to them to prefent,
‘ { XLVIL.
He gan t’cfforce the evidence anew,
And new accufements to produce in place ;
He broughr forth that old hag of hellifh hew,
The curfed Até, brought he: face to face,
Who privie was and partic in the cafe :
She, glad of fpoyle and ruinous decay.
Did her appeach, and to her more difgrace

{ The plot of all her pradife did difplay,

- And all her traynes and all her treafons forth

did lay:
XLVIIL ;
Then brought he forth, with griefly grim af-
&

ect,
Abhorrc}:d Murder, who with bloudie knyfe
Yet dropping freth in hand did her detedt,
‘And there with guiltie bloudfhed charged ryfe;
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding ftryfe
In troublous wits and mutinous uprore ;
Then brought he forth Incontinence of Lyfe,
Even foule Adulterie, her face before,
And lewd Impietie, that her accufed fore.
XLIX:
All which  whenas  the prince had heard and
feene,
His former fancies ruth he gan repent,
And from her partie eftfoones was drawen cleene;
But Artegall, with conftant firme intent,
For zeale of iuflice was againft her bert ;
So was fhe guiltie deemed of them all.
Then Zele began to urge her punifhment,
And to their queene for iudgement loudly call,
Unto Merciila myld, for iuftice gaintt the thrall.

.1
But fhe, whofe princely breaft was touched
neare
With piteous ruth of her fo wretched plight,
Though plaine fhe {aw, by all that the did heare,
That fhe of death was guiltie found by right,
Yet would not let iuft vengeance on her light 3
But rather let inftead thereof to fall
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of
light ;
The whif‘rh the covering with her purple pall,
Would have: the paflion hid; and up arofe withe
Wi ally




