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PREFACE.

Tais work is a literal translation of the fourth
Evangel, preserving its philosophical and mys-
tical terminology, and, as far as possible, the
peculiarities of its literary form. The modern
English style is followed in this translation, not
only for the sake of clearness, but also because
it fairly represents the simple, homely, and
halting Greek of the Fvangel. The lack of
English equivalents for many of the Greek
words and phrases makes it impossible to ren-
der these satisfactorily in some passages, but
in all such ecases explanatory foot-notes are
added, giving definitions and more adequate
renderings than could be observed in the close
and literal translation. These notes, being in-
dexed, form a glossary of all the important
words in the Evangel, thus enabling the reader,
even if unacquainted with the Greek language,
to follow the terminology as closely in the trans-
lation as could be done in the Greek text itself,
and affording him almost every advantage to
be had from a study of the original.

The introductory essays and other explana-
1



10 THE EVANGEL ACCORDING TO IOANNES.

The Universe is the Illusion of separateness”
from The God.'

The God, unmanifested, is One;* in manifes-
tation, threefold? Duration, manifested, is
threefold Time; Space, manifested, is three-
dimensional; Essence of Being, manifested,
emanates three Worlds* Therefore the sym-
bol of Super-Nature, the One and its primary
manifestation, is the sacred Four.

Nothing is created: manifestation is a com-
ing out of the Eternal into time; out of the
Limitless into embodiment, out of the Change-
less into transition. The-Within for ever.is;"

| the-Without-isfor ever-beroming. The Universe
is as boundless as Deity; it is beginningless

upon—itself,
their fourfo)
the future

1 He was in the world, and throngh him the world eame
into being, and the world did not discern him.,  Jno. 1. 10,

2 You believe that The God is One. Jas. ii. 19. That
Radiance which comes from the Only One. Juno. v. 44.
God is One.  Gal. iii. 20,

3 There are Three who bear witness, the Breath, and
the Water, and the Blood; and the Three [are] in the
One. I Jno.v.T,8.

4 May your entire [being] — the Breath, and the Psy-
chie-nature, and the [physical] Body — be kept blameless.
L Thess. v. 23.

5 The arcane wisdom which The God pre-appointed be-
fore the On-goings. 1. Oor.ii.7. The On-goings have been
adjusted by God's command, in order that the [things] that
are seen might be generated from the [things] that do not
manifest. Heb. xi. 3. : i

6 Before Abraham came into being [ ¢




12 THE EVANGEL ACCORDING TO IOANNES.

of manifestation, these On-goings become the
worlds, suns, planets, races of beings, in periods
of involution and evolution; and the visible
Universe is the sum-total of these in objective
Nature.

Thus there is an endless succession of spheres
of being, worlds outbreathed into Space, and
again inbreathed when their life-cycle is run.
Of these, the ones visible to man constitute but
an infinitesimal part; for the One Substance is
of every degree of tenuity, and but few of its
manifold Elements are perceptible to the physi-
cal senses of man, there being states of sub-
stance both grosser and more ethereal than
what he recognizes as matter ; and these variousr
states of substance interpenetrate one another,
forming worlds within and without, no point
in Space being void of sentient life.

The Eternal Essence, in its out-going and in-
going, manifests as Spirit; at the point where
the out-going impulse ceases, it manifests as
Matter. There is no “dead matter” in the
Universe; every molecule of matter must re-

everything embodied; for in him all [things] were em-
bodied, those in the Skies and those on the Earth, those
visible and those invisible, whether Thrones or Ma_uter—
ships, whether First-principles or Authorities; all [things]
have been embodied through him and in him; and he is
before all [things], and in him all [things] hldwm o
Col. 1. 15-17. S
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