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ZARATHUSTRA HAS RETURNED TO HIS FLAME
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J HE Mahayana, or Great Vehicle of
. Buddhism, was advanced as a com-
promise to the extreme austerities
of the primitive faith. The founder
- is unknown, but the celebrated monk,
is its most distinguished exponent
ulgator. Nagarjuna studied at the
Nalanda University, the chief school of
‘theology of his time—the second cen-
This patriarch declared that he had
the previously unknown writing of
Buddha, called the Prajpaparamia,
be roughly interpreted as “the meth-
ing at the distant side of wisdom.”
held that Buddha had concealed
ons because the world in his day had
d the right to reccive such superior
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he keeping of the Naga demigods.
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THE CYCLE OF TRANSMIGRATION

(77

simple truths in claborate symbolism and evoly

ing a tradition, calculated to impress with 1ts
intricacy and splendor, the mind of priest and
layman alike. Mahayana is termed the Middle
Path, an approach to the state of Nirvana broad-
ened to admit those of every class and sect, even
assuming the possibility of those not belonging
to holy orders achicving to the highest (or
Buddha) state. It would not be erroncous to
say that the tenets expounded by Nagarjuna
wurned Buddhism from a philosophy to a re-
ligion. He was a sort of Oriental St. Paul who
elevated words above works, so that salvation
became more or less a matter of orthodoxy
rather than of integrity. On the other hand,
it would be unfair not to emphasize the high
order of Nagarjuna’s metaphysical speculations.
He created out of the moralisms of Sakya-muni
a complex transcendentalism  which shows a
strange blending of Brahmanic and Buddhistic
interests. It is evident that Gautama Buddha
built his philosophy upon the foundation of the
Brahman Vedas and Puranas. The major de-
viation is in the matter of the gods, who in the
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KOKORINO-KAGAMI, THE MIRROR OF THE HEART
The fapinese Buddhist Wheel of Life, with ias tew bhaser of Rebirth,
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THE RAJFUT PRINCE, MAHATMA MORYA
(The Master M)
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