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THEOSOPHY OR MATERIALISM—

WHICH ?*

—_——

Sixty-six years ago Schopenhauer declared his
opinion that the greatest advantage of the nine-
teenth century over previous eras lay in its access
to the Vedas through the Upanishads, and pre-
dicted for the study of Sanskrit literature an
influence upon intellectual development not in-
ferior to that of the revival of Greek in the fifteenth
century.+ He spoke of “the sacred, primitive
Indian wisdom ” as the best preparation for his
own philosophy. And it is worthy of remark that
the reputation of this great thinker is culminating
‘at a time when his anticipation, which at the date
of publication must have seemed strange or ex-
travagant to all but a few far-seeing scholars,
is in course of scarcely doubtful fulfilment. A
parallel similar to that suggested by Schopenhauer
has been drawn by Max Miiller, who has also
testified to the already pervading influence of the

# The author thankfully acknowledges the valuable aid given
him in the collation of materials for this chapter, by an English
friend, whose modesty forbids the mention of his name.

+ Preface to ‘The World as Will and Representation ? (Hal-
dané and Kemp’s translation).



