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A. Philosophy

Philosophy requires certain moods to be acckssib

1. Wonder. Starting point in classical Greece. fdimnal attitude emerging from the mythical

2. (Faith). Temporary setback into the mythicalmeduring Christian middle ages. Philosophy
shackled by being the ‘handmaiden’ of theology

3. Doubt. Increasingly shedding any and all autii@uring the Renaissance. Picking up where
the Greeks left off

4. Anxiety. Confronting the nothingness generatgeddubt. Existential Angst regarding the
meaning of one’s existence

. The 3 realms of Plato’s philosophy (which igl $tolding):
1. The Good. Ethics
2. The Beautiful. Esthetics
3. The Truth. Epistemology and Logic
4. The One as underlying principle. (Later the Holy

Il Schematic rendition of Aristotle’s 5 distineg ways of being-true
(Per Heidegger, schematized by T. Kisiel. See sepanmatee complete quadrant)

Nous (reason) World Soul

Pure apprehension

Pertaining to principles

Eternities Episteme Sophia

Theoria Knowledge / science Pure understanding

IN-spective Laws of nature Laws of the soul
E=mc Karma & reincarnation

Change Techne Phronesis

Praxis Know-how Prudence

CIRCUM-spective Coping with the world Coping with life
Savoir fair Savoir vivre
iPhone Relationships

IV.  Philosophy as queen of all sciences

1. Historically speaking it is often reasoned thatt of philosophy came all other sciences

a. Mathematics, logic, astronomy and history inégee
b. Natural sciences in the Renaissance
C. Chemistry in 18 century

d. Psychology and sociology in"1@entury
2. This happened when a field with its own subjeatter and method of investigation could
stand on its own (matured paradigm)



V.

3. This is probably too logo-centric and exotekindern doubt either suppressed, or did not
understand, the historical role played by esommeips in the coming into being of the
sciences and philosophy itselide the Orphites and Thorndyke’s research)

4. Therefore the esoteric component in Aristotf&gghia has to be restored

Intermezzo: executing a philosophical thoughtlusbasis of the experience of the
philosophical question regarding causality:

1. Posing a philosophical question verbally: Wisatausality?

2. Acknowledging that we are intimately familiartktvthe concept and experience of
causality in daily live, but that the answer “l8bvious, not?” will not do.

3. Deepening the question by suspending any arahailers that already imply an

understanding of causality like in science, theplogdaily live: What causes
causality? is the wrong question
4, Deepening the question by getting into the ragtitude of either (or combination):

a. Wonder: What the heck is causality????

b. Doubt: Any and all explanations have to be tejgcl have to start all over
again

c. Anxiety: | anxiously care about the question ‘&VIs causality?” as it relates
to the question about the meaning of my existeAoei merely a play ball
of the law of causality, a transmission point ia tomplex chain of causes
and effects?

5. Possible answers:

a. Hume: The notion of causality comes out of hdbB follows A, then
habitually one might think that A causes B

b. Kant: Causality is experienced as too necesfiargn’t be a habit. It is the
way we organize phenomenal experience. Impossldetermine if
noumenal reality (independent of experience) isahu

c. Merleau-Ponty: We pre-verbally, implicitly, tdgiunderstand causality as it
inheres in our lived body. Based on a more philbgz notion of
experience, time and the ‘lived body,” which thestfic paradigm cannot
provide.

B. Theosophy

Contemplation and meditation as the moods thegt gccess to the divine realm, from which, or
out of which, divine wisdom (theosophy) might ongie.

1. Through the opening of the faculty of clairvogan

2.  Through connection to, and instruction by, metapirical beings

3. Through intuitive insights into the essentialistures of the conscious universe

Per the Encyclopaedia Britannica "Theosophy, thosm$oof philosophic and religious thought
[including moods, attitudes and experiences] witielm a special insight into the divine nature
and its constitutive moments or processes. Somstilme insight is claimed as the result of the
operation of some higher faculty or some superaaterelation to the individual; in other
instances the theosophical theory is not based apypspecial illumination but is simply put
forward as the deepest speculative wisdom of itiscauBut in any case it is characteristic of
theosophy that it starts with an explication of dine essence and endeavors to deduce the
phenomenal universe from the play of forces withmdivine nature itself."



Academic understandingér Faivre) of Western Esotericism, of which Theosophg part and
temporary summation, through 6 characteristics €sskntial; 5 & 6 non-essential):

1.

The use of correspondences to illustrate ttaioslship between all parts of the visible or
invisible universe, a principle frequently stated‘#nat which is above is like that which is
below; that which is below is like that which isoale,” or the macrocosm is mirrored in the
microcosm and vice versa.

The perception of nature as a living, intelligerganism, relevant to the spiritual process
and having the potential to act as a revealing@gen

The use of imagination, symbols, images andrattesliating techniques to establish
cognitive and visionary rapport with otherwise sibie dimensions.

Reference to the process of transmutation,erdtical change in self or substance from a
common to a high quality.

The practice of establishing concordance, ofititkng of commonalities between different
traditions, for the purpose of gaining greaterghsiand disclosing an underlying tradition
common to all doctrines.

Recognition of the transmission process, in Wihigthentic spiritual information is passed
on from master to pupil or disciple.

Though different scholars contest these charatiterjshey seem to be the starting point for
any academic discussion.

Current self-understandings ofieosophia

1. Static: the hidden Wisdom-Religion of all agaesderlying all sciences, religions and

philosophies

2.  Dynamic (historical): “to gather the oldest tengether and to make of them one

harmonious and unbroken whole.”

3. Dynamic (contemporary): the ongoing gatherind synthesis of science, philosophy

and theology (See below)

4. Developed, guarded and seeded into civilizatypa brotherhood of sages and seers

since time immemorial and transmitted by an unbnateain of Mahatmas and initiates

5. Its One Fundamental Law:

I. “The radical unity of the ultimate essence afleaonstituent part of compounds in
Nature - from star to mineral atom, from the highHgisyan Chohan to the smallest
infusorium, in the fullest acceptation of the teand whether applied to the
spiritual, intellectual or physical worlds - thigity is the one fundamental law in
Occult Science.” (SDI:120)

6. Its Four Basic Ideas (Bowen):

i. The FUNDAMENTAL UNITY OF ALL EXISTENCE. ... Funamentally there is
ONE Being. The BEING has two aspects, positive rreghtive. The positive is
Spirit, or CONSCIOUSNESS. The negative is SUBSTAN@IEE subject of
consciousness.

ii. THERE IS NO DEAD MATTER. Every last atom is &d. It cannot be otherwise,
since every atom is itself fundamentally Absolutarig).

lii. Man is the MICROCOSM. As he is so, then aktHierarchies of the Heavens
exist within him.

iv. The Great Hermetic Axiom. It really sums up ayaithesizes all the others: As is
the Inner, so is the Outer; as is the Great, soeiSmall; as it is above, so it is
below; there is but ONE LIFE AND LAW; and he thabrketh it is ONE.



C. The Relationship

Relationship of 2 Sophias: Philo-sophia & Theogphia:
Simple 2-column Version

Category Philosophia Theosophia

Meaning Love of wisdom Divine wisdom

Wisdom Exoteric, rational Esoteric, mystical

Realm Transcendental Metaphysical

Tendency Doubt Faith

Preference Phenomenology Theosophy

Method Eidetic insights Metaphysical experiences
Phenomenological Empirical & intuitive

Subject Transcendentabriori A posteriori description of
possibility conditions; metaphysical phenomena and
enabling structures their explanation
Foundation Super-structure
Origins Ultimates

Relationship| Metaphysically neutral Transcendeytahrified

Examples Transcendence Initiation
Decadence Sinking into the astral
Deficiency of Being Negative Karma
Call of conscience Higher Self or Guru

Poortman Crown of science Ideology / worldview
Phil. trumps Theosophy Not yet entirely proven

N.B.: The above comparison is premised on the phenological understanding of
philosophy and its methods and subject matter. Qiketal point here to understand is that
phenomenology investigates the essential, undeylyenabling structures and dynamics of
consciousness, which comprise the transcendentakilplity-conditions of any and all
experiences whatsoever, be they mundane, scieatifieligious. As such these investigations are
metaphysically neutral as they are not dependenargnmetaphysical tradition and make no
value judgments regarding them. The phenomenoldgglgion merely clarifies the essential,
underlying structures of religious experiences,cficas and theologies while deliberately
suspending questions relating to their validity aatlie.

When, for example, it investigates the experienteamstituting a ‘sacred object, place,
epoch or person,’ as found in any religious traditiit is interested in the “how” or “mode of
actualization” of such an experience and it is,imgdeliberately, not interested in the specific,
historical “what” or content of such experiencdswill make no difference here whether to start
one’s investigation with Jesus, Buddha or BlavatskyJerusalem, Bodhigaya or Adyar; or the
cross, Buddha’s tooth or HPB's ring. They all shlweessential structure of constituting a sacred
something. Furthermore the investigation neithdr nvake a judgment whether the sacred in-it-
self or as such, is something subjective, objective or mystical. dther words, the question
regarding the ontological status of the ‘sacredil& suspended. The aspect of the sacred which
such investigation is interested in, is the saasdxperienced, not the sacred as such.

This endeavor has to be differentiated, becausgpéars to be closely congruent, from one of
Theosophy’s major agenda points, i.e. the investigaof the essence of religion common to all
and, based on that, their reconciliation. Both séemim at the understanding of the underlying
essence of religion. The difference though is t{il@nomenology aims at the essence of the



experience of religious experiences while suspandimy and all questions of validity and value,

and Theosophy aims at the essence of the conterdligious experiences and takes a broad-
minded position regarding their validity and valuln this way, coming back to sacred objects
and the like, Theosophy will validate and acceptsimeligions’ sacred items as an essential
component of religion and will view them theref@® real and valuable contact points between
the really existent divine and the human and wildken judgments regarding their relative

efficacy. Phenomenology suspends all that.

This doesn’t mean that there is no mutually fruitfalationship between both research
attitudes, though Theosophy can learn more froon@imenology than other way around. For
example, phenomenology can help to clarify thecstme of religious experience with the effect
that anyone in any tradition can purify his religgoexperiences by understanding and getting rid
of erroneous interpretations of these experienéesl Theosophy, in its mode of trying to
understand other people’s religious traditions, @acorporate the very subtle insights into
religious experiences developed by phenomenologtrastural templates by which to see other
people’s religious experiences as variations otaceessential themes, like the above-mentioned
constitution of sacred objects.

Relationship of 2 Sophia’s: Philo-sophia & Theesophia:
Complex Quadrant Version: Esoteric / Exoteric & #op / A posteriori Map

Esoteric Exoteric
(Theosophical) (Scientific & Religious)
-The inner/occult side -The outer/public side
-Gnosis -Faith/Belief
-Clairvoyance -Observation
-Mysticism -Ritualism

A priori
(Phenomenological)

-Possibility conditions
-Before experience
-Eidetic intuition
-Implicit understanding
-Hermeneutics

-Enabling structures of
Gnostic, clairvoyant and
mystic experiences

Rudolph Steiner (?)
J.J. Poortman
Hans Jonas

Frithjof Schuon (?)
Huston Smith (?)
Gerda Walther

-Enabling structures of
scientific and religious
experiences

Immanuel Kant
Edmund Husserl
Martin Heidegger
Paul Tillich
Krishnamurti

A posteriori
(Empirical)

-Hypotheses

-After experience
-Scientific insight
-Explicit interpretation
-Apophantics

-Esoteric explanations /
descriptions of diverse
phenomena

H.P. Blavatsky
C.W. Leadbeater
Geoffrey Hodson

-Scientific and Theological
explanations / descriptions
of diverse phenomena

Ken Wilber
Rene Descartes




lll.  Dynamic, contemporary, ongoing gathering agdtBesis of science, philosophy and religion in
a) their mutual relationships and b) appropriated Theosophy:

1. The big 3 components:
a. Science (Quantum, ‘new’ sciences, transpergmsyahology, genetics)
b. Philosophy (phenomenology, existentialism, stradism)
c. Religion (New Age, Wicca, New Religious Moven®nt

2. The big 3 investigating themselves:
a. Scientific investigation of science (historyy@sology and sociology of science)
b. Philosophy of philosophy or Philosopaysuch (= philosophy. Only philosophy
investigates its own foundations)
c. Religious interpretation of religion (going nagias one investigates a religion. From
theetic to theemic attitude)

3. The big 3 applied to each other:

a. Philosophy of science or Scierasesuch (investigating the transcendental necessary
possibility conditions of science and/or its cortcepfoundations. Philosophy as the
summation and crown of science)

b. Philosophy of religion or Religioas such (investigating the transcendental necessary
possibility conditions of religion, its conceptdalindations and foundational
experiences)

c. Scientific investigation of philosophy (histopsychology and sociology of
philosophy. Feminist, non-western and Marxist gu&s)

d. Scientific investigation of religion (historysychology and sociology of religion)

e. Religious interpretation of philosophy (Philobgms a spiritual-transformational
practice. See Indian philosophies. “Understandiggworld as God understands it”)

f. Religious interpretation of science (scienca apiritual-transformational practice.
“Seeing the mind of God in action through science”)

4. At the core the “harmonious and unbroken wholethe three components of philosophy,
science and religion in the “Scientific Wisdom-R@in”, a.k.a. Theosophy

Philosophy



